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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Business World® Announces Continued Commitment
of Wisconsin Public Service Foundation, Inc. 

Madison, WI, June 17, 2008— The Business World program, which uses local business people to teach Wisconsin high school students about the free enterprise system and real-world economics, announced that Wisconsin Public Service Foundation, Inc., a founding sponsor of the program, has offered its continued financial support. 
“Wisconsin Public Service Foundation’s commitment to Business World ensures that Wisconsin students will continue to understand the importance of business in the future of our state,” explained Jim Morgan, vice president of WMC, the organization which facilitates the program. “The competitiveness of Wisconsin is dependent upon our ability to train and retain a vital workforce, and Wisconsin Public Service continues to help inspire these kids to start their own company, and to do it right here in our great state.”
More than 180 Wisconsin students will participate in this year’s program at St. Norbert College in De Pere from June 22-25. Celebrating its 27th anniversary, Business World provides hands-on business experience for students and teaches them about the challenges facing business. The program is sponsored, developed and delivered by the business community of Wisconsin, and since its inception, has educated roughly 13,000 high school students from across the state.
Nearly 30 years ago, a small group of business leaders recognized the need to teach young people about how the economy works and the value of free enterprise. Among these visionary leaders was Glen Schwalbach, a recently retired employee of Wisconsin Public Service Corporation. Throughout the program’s history, Wisconsin Public Service has championed the mission of the Business World program and today remains its largest sponsor.
“The continued success of the Business World program is a testament to the dedication of the Wisconsin Public Service Foundation. We appreciate their commitment, and the impact they have made in the lives of thousands of students and teachers,” said Morgan. In addition to its financial support, Wisconsin Public Service dedicates employees to the program each year to mentor students, and opens its facility for tours providing an insider’s perspective to promising career opportunities in the utility industry. In addition, Barbara Nick, Senior VP of Energy Delivery and Customer Service will speak to the Business World students about “The Business of Energy” and leave them with a leadership challenge.
About Business World® 

The Business World® program is a collaborative effort of teachers, students, business leaders such as Wisconsin Public Service, and the WMC Foundation. The program which began in 1982, has served over 2,500 Wisconsin educators and 12,800 students since its inception. Steve Benzschawel serves as the Business World® Program Director, overseeing both the educator and student-oriented version of the program which uses local business people to teach Wisconsin high school students about the free enterprise system and real-world economics.

About the Wisconsin Public Service Foundation
The Wisconsin Public Service Foundation, incorporated in 1964, is a private, charitable foundation that support charities and organizations that need financial assistance. Wisconsin Public Service Foundation is funded by stockholders of the corporation, not by its electric and gas customers. Through direct grants, scholarships and an employee Matching Gifts and Dollars for Does program, the Foundation actively supports improvements in the quality of life in the communities it serves. The Foundation provides nearly $1.2 million annually in contributions to programs that support activities in the areas of arts and culture, community and civic affairs, education and life long learning, health and human services and care for the environment. 

About the WMC Foundation

the WMC Foundation, the division of Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce which is dedicated to enhancing the competitiveness of our state through the development of Wisconsin’s workforce, the recognition of best practices and accomplishments throughout our state’s business community, the promotion of safety at home and at the workplace and the enhancement of the roles played by Wisconsin’s chambers of commerce. The WMC Foundation believes that informed teachers better prepare students for the workforce, well-educated students become high quality employees and employers, and safer workplaces help attract and keep professionals and their families.
For more information about Business World® programs, please contact:

Keith Hudson, WMC

khudson@wmc.org
608-661-6926

